Rabbi Pinches Friedman
Shabbes HaChodesh 5786
Translation by Dr. Baruch Fox

“This month shall be for you the beginning of the months”

Parshas HaChodesh Is the Fourth Special Shabbas of Adar
Corresponding to the Four Letters of the Name Havaya

The auspiciously approaching Shabbas Kodesh is called
Shabbas HaChodesh. This designation indicates that our
sages of blessed memory established the reading of parshas
HaChodesh in parshas Bo as the Maftir.
this passage that it is a mitzvah to establish the month of

We learn from

Nissan, the month of the exodus from Mitzrayim, as the first
of the twelve months of the Hebrew calendar year. Here is
the pertinent text (Shemos 12, 1): 177X &1 nwn YR ' a8
swn 5% K1 TIWRA,B0wTR WA BoY 1 wminn kb ooagn yaNRa
"mmwn—Hashem said to Moshe and Aharon in the land
of Mitzrayim, saying, “This month shall be for you the
beginning of the months; it shall be for you the first of
the months of the year.” It is the fourth and last of the
special parshiyos associated with the month of Adar—
Shekalim, Zachor, Parah, and HaChodesh. The Levush writes
(0.C. 685): Chazal instituted the reading of four parshiyos
from Rosh Chodesh Adar until Rosh Chodesh Nissan.

His source is a teaching in the Mishnah (Megillah 29a):
TIN2 NeaY Y, RYpY NWNas 171 Nawa neRY YR TR wTin R
newehws M5t MW NANR nawY Ppvoant Asywy pavten nawn
oY i weinn nvyeana s e If Rosh Chodesh Adar
falls on Shabbas, we read the passage discussing the
“shekalim”; if it falls during the week (on a weekday),
we read that passage on the Shabbas preceding Rosh
Chodesh—namely, the Shabbas on which we bless the
new month of Adar—and interrupt the reading of the
Four Parshiyos on the following Shabbas. On the second
(Shabbas of Adar), we read Zachor; on the third, we
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read the passage of the Parah Adumah; on the fourth
(Shabbas of Adar), on which we bless the month of Nissan,
or which is Rosh Chodesh Nissan, we read the passage of
“hachodesh hazeh lachem.”

In general, each of these parshiyos has a special
connection with the Shabbas on which it is read. Parshas
Shekalim is read on the Shabbas on which we bless the
month of Adar, since the collection of the shekalim for the
new year was announced on the first of Adar. Parshas Zachor
is read just before Purim, since both are related to “mechias
Amalek.”
Yisrael in preparation for offering the Korban Pesach. Lastly,
Parshas HaChodesh is associated with Rosh Chodesh Nissan.
Notwithstanding, we will endeavor to explain the theoretical

Parshas Parah is read to purify the people of

rationale for reading all four of these special passages from
Rosh Chodesh Adar to Rosh Chodesh Nissan.

These Four Parshiyos Correspond to the Four
Letters of the Name Havaya

We will begin to shed some light on the subjectby referring
to a teaching in our sacred sefarim that our sages of blessed
memory instituted the reading of these four parshiyos to
correspond to the four letters of the name Havaya. We find
a source for this notion in the Kedushas Levi (Ki Sisa): First,
I will explain to you the secret of the four parshiyos—
Shekalim, Zachor, and Parah, and Chodesh; behold, they
allude to the four letters of Havaya.
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Apropos this notion, it is worthwhile introducing what
is brought down Irin Kadishin HaShaleim (Four Parshiyos,
p. 121) in the name of the great Rabbi Yisrael of Ruzhin,
zy”a: The tzaddikim say that on the four parshiyos, every
single individual can see himself with HKB”H. This
relates to the fact that the four parshiyos correspond
to the four letters of Havaya, blessed is He, the four
letters of “rachamim” (divine mercy). On each one of the
four parshiyos, one letter of the four letters of Havaya
shines. When a person sanctifies and purifies himself,
he becomes a vessel for the dwelling of the Shechinah
upon him. Hence, we pray (recite the formula in Mussaf on
parshas Shekalim): “The light of Your countenance upon
us, O Master, raise up.”

[t seems clear that what the great Rabbi of Ruzhin cites
in the name of the tzaddikim is referring to what is brought
down in Imrei Pinchas (Four Parshiyos 118) in relation to the
great Rabbi Pinchas of Koritz, zy”a: He would look forward
to the arrival of the four parshiyos; and he would say, “I
already long for the arrival of the four parshiyos, so that
I can be seen with HKB"H.”

In this vein, the esteemed Rabbi of Ruzhin explains his
meaning: Itis because on the Shabbasos of the four parshiyos
corresponding to the four letters of the name Havaya, we are
seen with HKB”H. So, it is now incumbent upon us to delve
into the matter to achieve a better understanding of what
this entails. What is the significance of Chazal’s institution
to read the four parshiyos corresponding to the four letters
of the sacred name? Why did they institute that they be read
specifically in the month of Adar?

Do the Four Parshiyos Correspond to the Four
Letters of the Name in Order or in Reverse

To answer these questions, I would like to note that we
find a disagreement in the Chassidic literature regarding
how the four parshiyos align with the four letters of the
name Havaya. According to the aforementioned Kedushas
Levi, they align in reverse order. In other words: Shekalim
aligns with the final “hei” ... Zachor aligns with the “vav”
... Parah aligns with the first “hei”...and Chodesh aligns
with the “yud.”
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In contrast, the Magen Avraham (Pekudei and
HaChodesh), authored by the holy Maggid of Trisk, zy”a, and
the Toras Chaim (Ki Sisa), authored by the great Rabbi Chaim
of Kosov, ztz"], assert that the four parshiyos align with the
four letters of the name Havaya in their proper order. In
other words: Shekalim aligns with the letter “yud”; Zachor
aligns with the first “hei”; Parah aligns with the letter “vav”;

and HaChodesh aligns with the final “hei.”

As a loyal servant in the presence of his masters, I yearn
to pay homage to them by reconciling their two opposite
viewpoints. As we know, when dealing with divergent
opinions related to Torah-issues, the Gemara states (Eiruvin
13b): "m»n mopux 127 1981 9R"—both are the words of the
living G-d. We will begin with a precious insight from the
illustrious Arizal. In Pri Eitz Chaim (Sha’ar Purim, Chapter
6), he teaches us that the wicked Haman intended to invoke
the midah of “din” against the Jews emanating from »mn
-the reverse of the sacred name. In its proper order it
represents the midah of “rachamim.” Haman’s malicious
intent is evident from this remark (Esther 5, 13): vaz»x mr 9o1”
"y miw—yet all this is worth nothing to me. Note that the
final letters of these last four words are »mn—the complete
reverse permutation of the name Havaya, which as just

mentioned, reflects “midas hadin.”

His plan was thwarted by Esther’s tefilah that extended
divine “rachamim” to her people with the words (ibid. 4): ax”
va1g Tynn Yy—if it please the king. Now, when the Megillah
refers to the king anonymously, it is referring to the Supreme
King, HKB”H. She continues: "m1v:t a1 9i'n 812" —let the
king and Haman come today. The first letters of these
four words spell Havaya in its proper order; thus, Esther
invoked the midah of “rachamim” to save her people. HKB”H
responded by extending His “rachamim” to the Jews and
This

phenomenon is commonly referred to as "X1891 q122"—smiting

His “din” to Haman and all the enemies of Yisrael.

our enemies while healing Yisrael simultaneously. This
concludes the precious insight of the Arizal.

This explains beautifully the “remez” inherent in the
text toward the end of the Megillah (ibid. 9, 1): 2wy mauawar
TI0MT2T,013 VITWY DTN 931K 113Y WK DPS LATR WTIN X1 UTin
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JRMNAYA et vt wve awR 811 Then, in the twelfth
month, which is the month of Adar . .. on the day that
the enemies of the Jews expected to prevail over them,
and it was turned about—the Jews prevailed over their
adversaries. In other words, the tables (fates) were turned
on the enemies of Yisrael—"xw1 qiamar”. They expected to
prevail on account of Haman'’s statement invoking the name
of “din”; however, the fates were reversed on account of

Esther’s tefilah invoking the name of “rachamim.”
When Adar Enters We Are Filled with Joy

With immense pleasure, we can apply what we have
learned to the teaching in the Gemara (Ta'anis 29a): 39"
WY IPRT SRTY 72 96N :R29 31 MY NP PIIM TN DINYN
VI YOI ¥ oM PIT - aR3 WP vRRYY kTN ’yT
.91 N9a7 — So too when the month of Adar begins, one
increases rejoicing. Rav Pappa said: Therefore, a Jew
who has litigation with a gentile, let him avoid him in
(the month of) Av, when his (a Jew’s) fortune is bad, and he
should make himself available in Adar, when his fortune
is good. While it is true that the month of Adar portends joy
and bodes well for Jews, why did Chazal choose to express
this fact specifically in terms of when to ideally settle legal
issues with a non-Jew?

Inkeeping with our currentdiscussion, we can suggestthat
Chazal are teaching us a vital lesson. It is speaking of when
Jews are embroiled, chas v’shalom, in matters of judgment
with the Satan, the heavenly representative of Eisav, who
accuses Yisrael of wrongdoing and prosecutes them before
HKB”H, of which it is written (Mishlei 29, 4): 7"y vawna Ton”
"yax—a king upholds the land with justice. It is advisable
to improve our lot by sweetening the “din” specifically in the
month of Adar. For, that is when HKB”H transforms the “din”
associated with the reverse of the name Havaya—the name
Haman appealed to—into the auspicious name Havaya in its

proper order—elicited by the tefilah of Esther.

Furthermore, the Tikunei Zohar (Intro. 9a) teaches us that
the permutation of the name Havaya in its proper order is
derived from the first letters of the phrase (Tehillim 96, 11):
"yax' oA oo e —let the heavens be glad and let the
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earth rejoice. For, when the letters are arranged in this order,
the midah of “rachamim” prevails both up in the heavens and
down below on earth, giving both cause to rejoice, since the
Satan’s efforts to prosecute Yisrael are futile.

Based on this concept, we can begin to comprehend
Chazal’'s profound statement: "mrmaws 12211 91X vao1wn”. They
wished to express the great joy in the world during the
month of Adar resulting from the transformation of “din” to
“rachamim.” As we have learned, Haman attempted to invoke
the forces of “din” against Yisrael associated with the reverse
permutation »m1m by saying "% mw vaex v, However, in
response to Esther’s supplication @ jamy qvnn K=,
HKB”H transformed them into “rachamim,” bringing joy—
“simchah”—to the world, as alluded to by the first letters of
PAR'TT DA DAY M.

This prompted Rav Pappa to add: Therefore, a Jew who
has litigation with a gentile—namely, the Satan who wants
to prosecute Yisrael—let him avoid him in Av, when his
(a Jew’s) fortune is bad, and he should make himself
available in Adar, when his fortune is good—for that is
when the Jews were being litigated by the wicked Haman,
who intended to prosecute them to the full extent of the “din.”
Yet the tables were turned on our evil foes—=awR X1t 71aM31”
"ERINIYA M o ww—the permutation associated with
“din” was transformed into the permutation of compassion
and simchah derived from the first letters of the phrase
AN AR oY 1Y,

With immense pleasure, we can now shed some light on
the institution by Chazal of reading the four parshiyos in the
month of Adar that align with the four letters of the name
Havaya. We can also reconcile the difference of opinion
between the Kedushas Levi—that these passages align
with the letters of the name in reverse order “hei, vav, hei,
yud”—and the opinions of the Magen Avraham and the Toras
Chaim—that they align with the letters of Havaya in their
proper order—s-1-n1-». In reality, both are correct; the four
parshiyos represent both the straightforward, auspicious
permutation of the sacred name and its reverse permutation.
For, the former confers “rachamim” on Yisrael, while the

latter imposes the forces of “din” on Yisrael’s enemies.
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This also explains very nicely the rationale for establishing
these readings specifically during the month of Adar. After
all, this is the month when HKB”H, in His infinite mercy,
transformed the permutation associated with “din” that
Hamanintended toinvoke againstthe Jewsto the permutation
invoked by Esther to treat the Jews compassionately and
mercifully. As a result, the Jews were saved and prospered,
whereas Haman and his fellow Amalekites were killed and
punished. This auspicious combination recurs annually
during the month of Adar through the reading of these four

special parshiyos.

The Proper Permutation of the Name Havaya
Prevails in Nissan

Let us continue on this sacred journey to explain
the matter in greater depth. Now, parshas HaChodesh
commands us to designate the month of Nissan as the first
and foremost of the months of the year, as it is written: anar»”
/WM WRA BOY T WTINT ,qRKRY 0YaRn PN 1R YR nwn DR 1
rmawn ey ooy N pwna—Hashem said to Moshe and
Aharon in the land of Mitzrayim, saying, “This month
shall be for you the beginning of the months; it shall be
for you the first of the months of the year.” According
to the Ramban, the simple, plain rationale for this mitzvah
is to inculcate in us a constant reminder of the miracle of
“yetzias Mitzrayim” that HKB”H performed on our behalf in
the month of Nissan. He writes:

All the months of the year are numbered from 1-12
starting from Nissan, so that it will remind us of the
great miracle. For, whenever we mention a month, the
miracle will be remembered. Hence, the months are not
given names in the Torah.

We find amore profound rationale based on the teaching
in the Tikunei Zohar (Intro. 9b) that there are twelve
permutations of the name Havaya. Each permutation
illuminates and prevails during one of the twelve months
of the year. The permutation associated with the month
of Nissan is the name in its proper, straightforward order
that we have learned is derived from the passuk: mmw"”

"PAR'T DA DY,

Shvilei Pinches

The Bnei Yissaschar (Rosh Chodesh 1, 4) explains that
the gematria of the word w™m equals 312. Now, there
are twelve permutations of Havaya, and each month is
illuminated by its respective permutation. Each Havaya
has a gematria of 26; so, 12x26=312, the gematria of
wmm. This term reflects the renewal that occurs each
month in accordance with the permutation of Havaya
prevalent in that month. With each new permutation
comes a new reality.

As explained, when the permutation of Havaya is in its
proper order, it indicates that HKB”H reveals Himself in
the world with incredible compassion and beneficence.
However, when the letters are not in their proper order, it
indicates that Hashem'’s “rachamim” is not complete. Hence,
the permutation associated with the month of Nissan, with
all four letters in their proper order, is derived from the
passuk: "yaN'n an'1 moaw'n mmw”. For, when HKB”H reveals
Himself in the universe with complete “rachamim,” the
heavenly family is happy, and the inhabitants of earth have
cause to rejoice.

Nissan Is Called “Chodesh HaAviv”

This explains fabulously why HKB”H established the
month of Nissan as the foremost month of the year: wrimm”
"mawt wny @ov NIt PwKRA Dwn wRa oo oo After all, its
permutation of the name Havaya, with all of its letters in the
proper, ideal order, is the essential permutation from which
all the other eleven permutations are derived. Thus, every
month is nurtured by the month of Nissan. So, in reality,
the plain explanation of the Ramban and the profound
explanation of the kabbalists go hand in hand: HKB”H
took Yisrael out of Mitzrayim in miraculous fashion with
extraordinary “rachamim” in the month of Nissan, since the
permutation of Havaya prevalent in Nissan is in its ideal,

proper order.

We find a wonderful “remez” to this in the Degel Machaneh
Ephraim (Bo). Regarding the month of Nissan, the Torah says
(Shemos 13, 4): "a"arn wrina ooRe? onx 1'n"—today you are
leaving in the month of spring (“aviv”). The word a"ax
can be split into the two words 27 a8 meaning the father
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(leader and source) of the 12; this implies that Nissan is the
source of all twelve months of the year. Here is a summary
of his sacred words:

There are twelve monthly constellations and twelve
permutations of the holy name Havaya, which reign
during the twelve months of the year. All of the actions
of the constellations and the Kkings are derived from
these permutations. This is the allusion in the verse
(Mishlei 8,15): "=191® mosvn *a"—"2', by means of the yud-
bet (twelve) permutations, kings will reign. Hence, the
month of Nissan is the New Year for kings; because in
Nissan, the letters of the name Havaya are in their proper
order; all of the other permutations derive from this
first and foremost permutation. Therefore, the actions
of all the constellations stem from it.

As I once heard from the holy Baal Shem Tov, zllh"h,
that he once told the famous Maggid of Tortchin in the
month of Nissan that now is the time that we must pray,
because the first of Nissan is the New Year for kings (R.H.
2a), and all the ministers and governing powers in the
world are being appointed at this time. Since at this
time, ministers that are not good have been appointed,
now is the appropriate time to pray. This is whatI heard
from his holy mouth. It appears to me that the reason for
his comment was based on the fact that the permutation
of the name Havaya in effect during this month (Nissan)
is Havaya in its proper order—which is the source of all
the other twelve permutations.

This explains fabulously why Chazal instituted the practice
to read the four parshiyos in the month of Adar. As we have
explained, these passages correspond to the four letters of
the holy name both in their reverse order and in their proper
order signifying that HKB”H transformed the permutation
connoting “din” to the one connoting “rachamim” on behalf
of Yisrael. Additionally, they constitute a vital preparation
for the month of Nissan. When we reach the Shabbas of
parshas HaChodesh, and we bless the month of Nissan, we
ensure that the four letters of Havaya in their ideal, proper
order will illuminate the month for us and bode well for us
by reading these four parshiyos ahead of time.
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During the Month of Nissan the Permutation of
the Future Geulah Shines Brightly

With great pleasure, we will suggest an additional reason
for the established practice of reading the four parshiyos in
the month of Adar. We have learned in the Gemara (ibid. 11b):
Trawnn Yy meamnw S 8ap 9N, o SRS Ry 192131 1981 19713”
"mwRa2 0 nwwn X21—in Nissan they were redeemed and
in Nissan they are destined to be redeemed again; from
where do we know this? The verse states (Shemos 12, 42;
regarding the night of the exodus from Mitzrayim): “It is a
‘night of anticipation, a night that has been anticipated
since the six days of creation (as the date of the final
redemption).” This implies that the future geulah will occur

during the month of Nissan on the night of Pesach.

Now, we are familiar with the passuk (ibid. 17, 16): »sanax”
"1 A1 ponya 'y mann 7 o3 Yy —and he said, “For there
is a hand on the throne of G-d: Hashem maintains a war
against Amalek, from generation to generation.” Rashi
comments: HKB”H swears that His name is not whole
and His throne is not whole until the name of Amalek is
completely eradicated. So long as Amalek exists, the two
letters "1 remain absent from the four-letter name Havaya;

only the two letters "> remain.

Based on this understanding, we learn that at the time of
the future geulah, HKB”H will restore the letters “vav-hei”
missing from the name Havaya during galus. We can suggest
that the term 7182 alludes to this fact. For, when rearranged
to spell m”1 Hxa, it indicates that HKB”H will redeem the
letters 11”1 that have been absent during galus. This explains
why HKB”H chose to illuminate the month of Nissan with the
name Havaya arranged in its proper order. He is alluding
to us that the month of Nissan is well-suited to hasten and
herald in the future geulah; for that is when HKB”H’s name
will be complete with all four of its letters.

We can appreciate the association of the permutation of
the month of Nissan with the passuk it is derived from: 1w
yaR'm 9an1 pmw'n—based on a wonderful explanation found
in the sacred writings of the Yismach Moshe (Beshalach). In
the heavens, the greatness of HKB”H is always apparent—
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even during times of galus when HKB”H’s presence is
concealed down on earth. Accordingly, even when we are
in galus mmw imw—“the heavens will be glad,” since the

glory of His sovereignty is apparent there.

Down on earth, however, the glory of His sovereignty will
only be apparentat the time of the geulah. Butduring times of
galus, when HKB”H’s presence is concealed, the joy is absent
down on earth. Therefore, as long as Amalek exists, causing
the presence of Hashem to be concealed down on earth, the
letters “vav-hei,” which stand for y=ax'st %an1, remain absent,
i.e., the holy name is not complete. Only le’asid la’vo, when
Hashem’s glory will be apparent both in the heavens and

down on earth, will the sacred Name be complete with all

four of its letters. For, only then will both halves of 1mw”
"pan'Tt an't e’ be a reality.

We have now successfully explained the reason why Chazal
instituted the reading of the four parshiyos in the month of Adar.
We have explained that they correspond to the four letters of
the name Havaya that were transformed from their reverse
permutation of “din” to their straightforward permutation
of “rachamim.” This transformation is a preparation for the
future geulah in the month of Nissan at which time HKB”H will
illuminate the entire world with the name Havaya, in keeping
with the passuk (Yeshayah 52, 8): "1 711 2102 18 P 1 99" —
with their own eyes, they will see that Havaya returns to

Tziyon. May this happen swiftly, in our times! Amen.
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